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SLPS Spotlight News is a publication from the St. Louis Public School District’s Public Information Office. Each issue offers story ideas and provides media with information about what is going on in the district.  To submit upcoming activities and events; student and/or staff awards and recognitions; or individual school stories please email Julie Linder at Julie.Linder@slps.org. 

*******************************************************************************

Headline News

St. Louis elementary students get a lesson in police work (KSDK)

Shenandoah students see clearly with new glasses 
 (Post Dispatch)
Books & badges teaches learning skills to kids and recruits (St. Louis Globe Democrat)
SUNfiltered : Fresh culture daily. » Blog Archive » St. Louis ... (Sundance Channel)
· About Patrick Henry Downtown Academy’s Green Efforts
The City Forum: SLPS Opens Another "Gifted School" for K-5 to ... (The City Forum)
Missouri second place chess champions: Dunbar Elementary St Louis Mo (The Examiner)
· http://www.examiner.com/x-15544-St-Louis-Parenting-Teens-Examiner~y2010m3d5-Missouri-second-place-chess-champions-Dunbar-Elementary-St-Louis-Mo
 

Dunbar Elementary team takes 2nd place in ... 12:19 p.m. (St. Louis Globe Democrat)
Rams center Jason Brown urges high school students to stay the course (KSDK)
Chuck Berry surprises fellow Sumner alums, they return favor with honorary diploma (St. Louis American)
Winning Veggie Toast Recipe (Fox 2)
Remembering The Long History of Sumner High School (Fox 2)
Construction Careers charter school asks St. Louis Public for contract extention (Post Dispatch)

City schools planning second gifted center (Post Dispatch)

Chuck Berry honored at annual alumni event - STLtoday.com (Post Dispatch)
Chuck Berry makes surprise appearance at Sumner High School (KSDK)

Students at Stevens Middle strive to better themselves – and get to D.C. (St. Louis American)
FYI-Nance Elementary’s “Knights of the Roundtable” student leaders were recently visited by KSDK-Channel 5 to record the school’s Channel 5 Salute! 
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Books & Badges at Police Academy
Celebrating Dr. Seuss
Dunbar Chess
HVN4Kids
Reach Out St. Louis! at Vashon
Sumner Alumni Round Up
Vashon Students Perform at SkillsUSA Competition

Congratulations go to the following Vashon students for earning recognition during Skills USA hands-on Computer Networking competition which scored competitors in two areas, hands-on alone with interview and a written exam:

                Fisher Morrow

                Jamille Henderson

                Donte Johnson

                Byron Winters

“There Are Winners at Peabody eMints Academy”

By, Don Boddie

On Friday February 26, 2010 the 1st Annual Middle School Knowledge Bowl was held at Peabody eMints Academy. The sixth, seventh and eighth grade students competed in fifteen categories of the Diaspora of Black History and Culture. Questions in the Knowledge Bowl are all Jeopardy-Type questions and Toss-Ups. Peabody’s winners are all 6th grade students. 

In the championship round Team One comprised of: Dennis West, Devontey Latimore and Brian Sawyer correctly answered Toss-Up Questions such as 1) During the “Montgomery Alabama Boycott” the 2nd Colored Baptist Church withdrew from which church and 2) “Dexter Avenue Baptist Church” located in Montgomery, Alabama was a structured Church called a “Class Church” meaning…and 3) MLK was invited to Dexter Avenue Baptist Church, he came from which church in Atlanta, Georgia? Currently all the middle school students are writing an essay based on what they learned and experienced during their participation in the Knowledge Bowl. 

Beaumont NJROTC Program Brings Pride to School

By, Michael Brown, Principal

The administrative team would like to introduce one of the finest NJROTC programs in the St. Louis area under the leadership of Sgt. Major  Walter, Wright, Sgt. First Class Lorenzo Harris, and Sgt. First Class Diane Williams.  Beaumont students are exceptional leaders inside the school as well as outside in the community.  Please take this time to join our staff in a round of applause for the NJROTC program at Beaumont High School.  As part of our extended family at Beaumont High School we would like to say thank you for your continued support.   The NJROTC results from Saturday, Feb 20, 2010 competition in Poplar Bluff, Missouri are as follows: 

· Regulation Drill Team without arms: 1st Place
· Regulation Drill Team with arms: 2nd Place
· Color Guard Team: 2nd Place
· Overall 3rd Place finish 

 

A SOARING EAGLE SHOUT-OUT… 

By, Elizabeth Cassmeyer

· TO CLAY STACY. Clay entered the American Mall Model Search and won a one year contract with Model Productions located in Miami, Florida.  

· TO MARISSA ROBINSON. Marissa received 1st place in her recent synchronized skating competition.

· TO LORRI LEONG. Lorri was accepted into the Young Scientist Program at Washington University. Over 80 students applied, and only 11 students were accepted. 

· TO VICKI  MCKINNEY. Vicki is one of two students in the state of Missouri selected to attend the National Youth Science Camp in West Virginia. 

· TO AMANDA LATHROP. Amanda’s ceramic sculpture titled “Midnight Soul Magyk” was accepted in the S.I.U.E. high school art exhibition.  

· TO Ian Martinez-Cassmeyer, Matthew Clark, Benjamin Clark, Marissa Robinson, and Ricki Lokeomanivong!  These students were recognized for their outstanding musicianship at Powell Symphony Hall. 
· TO BYRON KEATON. Byron participated in a special presentation with GITANA Productions, Inc. titled “Living the Dream: MLK’S Dream Today” for the St. Louis City Board of Alderman. 
Soldan Tigers Basketball Team Advances to State Finals

The Soldan Tigers boys basketball team defeated Moberly 84-59 and advances to the semi-finals on Friday at Columbia, MO to play St. Francis Borgia at 6:45PM. Good luck!!!
Chartwells Supports National Nutrition Month

By, George Nash

Chartwells School Dining Services is pleased to present our Eat. Learn. Live Deliciously- Savor the Flavor of Herbs and Spices Promotion.  This special promotion, scheduled to take place during March 2010, will recognize National Nutrition Month and complement our year-long series of Chartbusters events designed to promote healthy school meals.

Nature created herbs and spices with a two-fold purpose- to make our favorite foods taste great and promote health and wellness.  New research is showing that a spicier life may be a healthier one!  Seasoning foods with herbs and spices is a great way to add flavor to foods without adding salt, sugar, and extra fats.  Scientists are also exploring the therapeutic use of herbs and spices in cooking. Our EAT. LEARN. LIVE Deliciously National Nutrition Month Promotion will encourage students to choose foods flavor-charged with healthy herbs and spices, and educate them about this hot trend.

To celebrate this event, attractive food tasting and nutrition education tables will be set up in the lunch rooms to create promotional awareness and serve as a destination where students can sample new herb and spice seasoned foods and pickup educational materials and puzzles to take home.  On the days of our promotion, the lunch menus will feature new, flavorful herb and spice seasoned entrees and side dishes.

In addition to these special cafeteria events, Chartwells is making herb seeds available to elementary children to plant in recycled milk cartons as a fun and educational classroom activity.  This activity will reinforce the message that herbs and spices are healthy ways to season foods, as well as provide participating students the opportunity to learn about what plants need to grow, and learn how growing plants and recycling is good for the environment.

SLPS ESOL Parents Earn Positions with the 2010 Census

By, Nahed Chapman

Recently, the ESOL office held a Census 2010 newcomer parent meeting.  The program is keen on bilingual communities being accurately counted.  To assist in the recruitment of bilingual test takers, the ESOL program is offering a test taking prep class on Tuesdays.  As of February 18, 2010, the ESOL Department was established by the Census Bureau as a test taking site.  On Thursdays, Jim Burns from the Census office administers the test.  As of February 26th, eight bilingual parents have passed the test and will be hired by the Census Bureau.

SLPS Nurse Earns Award

SLPS congratulations go to Carmen Hill! Ms. Hill has been named one of 8 recipients to receive the 2010 Excellence in Health Care Award, hosted by the St. Louis American Foundation. The Awards Luncheon will be held at the Ritz Carlton Hotel in Clayton, MO, on Saturday, April 24, 2010. 
SLPS Employee Exemplifies Strong Character 

By, Deami F. Watson

Last month, Mr. Keith D.Moore, lead custodian at Nance Elementary, found four $50.00 money orders mixed in among paperwork in the doorway of the school.  After unsuccessfully inquiring at his school as to the name of the person on the financial information that was also contained in the papers, Mr. Moore realized that the money orders had been drafted from a banking institution.  Mr. Moore proceeded to take the money orders to the bank, and the bank in turn contacted the person who lost the money orders, Dr. Doris Graham (Ferguson-Florissant) Board Secretary.  The money was returned to Dr. Graham, and Mr. Moore received many thanks, one of which is a recognition at the upcoming Ferguson-Florissant Board meeting on Wednesday, March 10, 2010.

 Mr. Moore's unselfish act of returning those monies is commendable, and I would be remiss if I did not salute him for his deed!

 Following is the write-up that appears on the Ferguson-Florissant School District Website:
 "Good Samaritan" Act by Ferguson Resident Is Applauded
The board applauds Keith Moore - a Ferguson resident and father of 2009 McCluer High School graduate Kiara Moore - for being a "Good Samaritan." Last month, Board Secretary Dr. Doris Graham visited Nance Elementary School, in the St. Louis Public School District, to evaluate a teacher when she unknowingly dropped $200 worth of money orders in the main entrance of the school. Moore, who is the lead custodian, said he saw people walking over something. He went to clean up the area when he realized the "papers" were not trash at all but blank money orders that could have easily been redeemed for cash. Moore learned that he and Graham banked at the same credit union by reading the money orders' stubs and left them there for her. "I had to make sure I returned them" he said. 
SLPS Employee Spreads Joy through Music
Eduardo Lee, a custodian at Gateway Elementary, is also known for his positive singing and songwriting under the name of Rick Lear. His latest music is now available for download on i-tunes, rhapsody, napster, and amazon.com. 
Upcoming Events
Missouri Severe Weather Awareness Week will be held March 8-13, 2010 
            Missouri Severe Weather Drill: March 9, 2010 at 1:30 pm

Gateway Elementary School to Host Round Four of Gateway Idol, Season Eight.  

Date: Thursday, March 11th
Time: 9:30 a.m.-11:45 a.m.

Location: #4 Gateway Dr.

First Time Homebuyers Seminar

Date: March 11, 2010

Time: 7:00pm-8:00pm

Location: Bevo-Long Community Education Full Service School, 5028 Morganford Rd.

Reservations preferred.  Please call Nancy at 314-220-2846.

St. Louis Public Schools Annual Dance Festival

Date: March 12, 2010

Time: 10:00am-12:00pm
Location: Carr Lane, 1004 N. Jefferson Ave.
2010 Youth/Gang Summit

Sponsored by: The Public Safety Advisory Council of the Urban League of 

Metropolitan St. Louis, in cooperation with the St. Louis Public Schools and the St. Louis Police Department of Metropolitan St Louis

Join Students, parents, teachers, neighbors, businesses, police, judges and community leaders listen to our students share the challenges they face and then take action to heed their call. 

Sumner High School ▪ March 24, 2010 
Beaumont High School ▪ March 25, 

Vashon High School ▪ March 30, 2010 
Roosevelt High School ▪ March 31, 2010 
Ready Readers to Host St. Louis Reads Day at Stix Elementary 

May 14th is "St. Louis Reads" Day! On May 14, Ready Readers will discuss with preschool children the importance of reading and distribute a copy of Curious George Visits the Library to every child attending the 43 Early Childhood Education Programs in the St. Louis Public Schools.

At 9:30 am, "St. Louis Reads" day will begin with Curious George, the Man with the Yellow Hat and volunteers arriving at the first preschool, Stix Early Childhood Center, 647 Tower Grove Avenue, St. Louis, MO 63110.  They will be driving a truck filled with 1500 copies of Curious George Visits the Library.  There will be a bookmark inside each book describing the St. Louis Public Library summer reading programs. A Ready Reader will be in each of the eight classrooms at Stix reading the book.

Curious George and the Man with the Yellow Hat will visit each classroom and distribute a book to each child.  After the opening event, volunteers will distribute the remaining books to the children in the other 42 preschools.
Resources and Opportunities for Students and/or Staff

SLPS Has a College Scholarship Website!!!

SLPS and College Summit have worked hard to bring SLPS students scholarship information. 
http://www.slps.org/19621051994641723/site/default.asp
St. Louis institutions to honor the late Des Lee with discounts and freebies
http://www.ksdk.com/news/local/story.aspx?storyid=197145&catid=3
St. Louis RAMS/St. Louis Public Schools 2009-2010 Physical Education Teacher of the Year Award

The purpose of the St. Louis RAMS/St. Louis Public Schools Physical Education Teacher of the Year Award is to highlight the outstanding talent and commitment of physical education teachers in the St. Louis Public Schools. The St. Louis RAMS created this special award as a way of recognizing and noting the significant role physical education/health/dance specialists play in the education of our children. To further emphasize this point, one teacher at the elementary, one at the middle school and one at the high school levels will be selected to receive the award. If you meet the eligibility requirements and wish to apply for the St. Louis Rams Foundation/St. Louis Public Schools Physical Education Teacher of the Year Award, please contact Margaret White, 345-2401 to obtain an application packet. Deadline: April 1, 2010.

Scholarship Opportunity

Thouvenot, Wade & Moerchen Inc., an engineering and surveying firm, is offering three $1,000 scholarships to full-time students pursuing civil engineering or land surveying bachelor's degrees during the fall 2010 semester.
Two scholarships are available for current high school seniors; one scholarship is available for a current undergraduate college student.
To view the complete rules and requirements and to download an application, visit www.twm-inc.com. The application deadline is April 9. 

Council of Great City Schools Scholarship

The Council of the Great City Schools is pleased to launch a new scholarship program exclusively for Great City School graduating seniors who plan to pursue postsecondary education in the STEM fields.  

Named for the first African American to walk in space, Bernard Harris, the new scholarship is now available to encourage minority students from the Great City Schools to pursue college degrees and careers in science, technology, engineering and mathematics. The scholarship is funded by ExxonMobil and will be inaugurated for 2010 graduating high school seniors in school districts represented by the Council of the Great City Schools.   

Four scholarships for two males and two females -- $5,000 each -- will be awarded to two African American and two Hispanic students on behalf of the former astronaut, physician and businessman.  Deadline for student submissions for the ExxonMobil Bernard Harris Scholarships is May 14.   

Here's the link to the scholarship program and the application:  http://www.cgcs.org/Awards/Harris_Scholarship.pdf. 

Julia Richer Scholarship for High Education Application Now Available

The Julia Richer Scholarship for Higher Education, Offered by the St. Louis Financial Services Coalition, offers a High School Scholarship up to $1,000.00 

To find out requirements, or to apply, please contact:
Saint Louis Financial Services Coalition

Attention:  Scholarship Committee

P.O. Box 771005

St. Louis, MO 63177

Email: scholarship@stlfsc.org [image: image2]
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